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BY THE EDITORS 

 

Grit is rarely felt so keenly as it is in your twenties. You have so much to prove in those early years. It’s the 

time when you don’t necessarily have such a large stash of resources to utilize, or to fall back on. It’s when 

you’ve really only got your pluck and determination to rely on if you intend to get anywhere. 

 

Those on this year’s list of the top young professionals certainly have those qualities. 

 

They’ve come from as far off as Italy and Nigeria to make their fortunes in New York City real estate (well, 

most of them are in New York; some of the finance folks are out of town). They have done the thankless shoe 

leather work of going from office to office in search of leads. They’ve buckled down and studied mechanical 

engineering and made their own inventions. They’ve designed proton treatment facilities. They’ve moved 

billions of dollars around the globe. And they’ve done it with the confidence and attention to detail that ensures 

it’s been done right. 

 

Every year we’re asked what qualities we’re looking for in candidates and we answer in various ways: what 

they’ve done, where they’ve worked, what they’ve got planned, and Commercial Observer always hopes that 

each year’s list will end up looking different. (It’s one of the reasons we avoid putting on some superstars for 

multiple years.)  

 

But, in truth, sometimes we just don’t know what we want until we see it. Our general advice is this: Wow us.  

These are the real estate professionals who did.—M. Gross 

 

 
 

Andrew Staniforth, 28 

 

Vice President, L&L Holding Company 
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L&L’s redevelopment of Terminal Warehouse — the 1.2-million-square-foot West Chelsea behemoth just off 

The High Line — is a herculean task, involving going back and forth between its co-owner Normandy, its 

CookFox design team, and about 30 different individual consulting firms. 

 

Thankfully, L&L has Andrew Staniforth managing the process, and plans to get it done by 2022. 

 

“Eight-thousand people [are going to] occupy this building,” Staniforth said. “They’re going to need light and 

room and egress.” And bringing this 19th century jewel up to 2022 standards will be tough. 

 

But, then again, Staniforth hasn’t exactly shied away from big, ambitious jobs. Coming out of the University of 

Pennsylvania where he studied real estate, finance and computer science (see what we said about ambitious?) 

Staniforth started out at Forest City Ratner where he worked on the sports and entertainment team, taking on 

projects like the redevelopment of the Nassau Coliseum. 

 

In the fall of 2017, Staniforth left to work for Sidewalk Labs, the urban innovation company led by Dan 

Doctoroff, where he worked for the company’s Toronto headquarters and innovation lab. 

 

“It was like going to another year and a half of school,” Staniforth remembered fondly. “It changed how I 

thought about problems.” 

 

In February, the New Jersey native, who now lives in Hell’s Kitchen (within walking distance from his office 

and Terminal Warehouse) landed at L&L and began the long but rewarding process of getting one of the biggest 

redevelopments in the city up to snuff. He’s currently preparing Terminal Warehouses for its hearing before 

Landmarks. 

 

And if you needed any more proof that Staniforth is a serious non-waster-of-time, we’ll mention that he has a 

side gig as an inventor. He’s the co-creator of Therm, a DIY thermostat that received a grant for development 

earlier this year from the New York State Energy Research & Development Corporation.—M. Gross 
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