ByLOIS WEISS

HE imminent ascendance
of New York real estate
titan Donald Trump to the
‘White House hasn’t just
boosted the stock market.
It also opened the deal-making
floodgates as certainty returned
to the city’s retail marketplace.
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“I's Trump-enomics,” says
Faith Hope Consolo, chairman
of Douglas Elliman Retail. “Most
companies, whether foreign or
local, are going forward [to sign
leases] — and that was from the
day after the election. I got this
flurry of interest.”

It's not just due to a new presi-
dent. Over the last several months,

building owners have become
more flexible with leasing terms
because there are fewer tenants
in the market, in part becausc a
strong dollar has dampened for-
eigners’ shopping at area retailers.
Concessions by owners have led
to more deals — including one of
the world’s most expensive, which
'was also the largest retail deal in
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From Nike’s in-store

basketball court to

Bulgari’s prime corner
spot, landlords are eager

2016: At the end of November,
Nike agreed to pay $700 million
in rent over the next 15 years for
over 69,214 square feet on seven
floors at 650 Fifth Ave. It sits at
the corner of 52nd Street, owned
by Jeff Sutton of Wharton Proper-
ties and SL Green Realty Corp.,
and includes 100 feet of frontage.
Joanne Podell, vice chairman

to ink leasing deals and

enliven the streets

of Cushman & Wakefield, rep-
resented Nike in the deal. With
her help, the global sports giant
also leased a giant Soho store
that opened in November in a
completely revamped 529 Broad-
way that includes a basketball
court. The copper, terra cotta
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